Comprehensive Risk Assessment – Petrol Go Kart Hire (Public Events)
Activity Details
Activity: Petrol Go Kart Hire
Suitable for: Schools (where permitted), Corporate Events, Public Events, Private Hire
Operators: Trained staff only
Review: Annually or following any incident
	Hazard
	Control Measures
	L
	S
	Risk
	Further Action

	Transport & unloading
	Team lifting, loading ramps, exclusion zone during unloading.
	1
	3
	3
	Staff training

	Track construction
	Level surface, impact barriers, marshal gates, secure fencing.
	1
	5
	5
	Pre-opening inspection

	Mechanical failure
	Daily checks of steering, brakes, throttle, tyres, chain, fuel lines and kill switch.
	1
	5
	5
	Maintenance log

	Fuel handling
	Refuel only when engine is off and cool. Store petrol in approved containers away from ignition sources.
	1
	5
	5
	Fuel procedure

	Fire & explosion
	Fire extinguishers (foam/CO₂) at pit and refuelling area. No smoking.
	1
	5
	5
	Emergency drills

	Exhaust fumes
	Operate outdoors or in adequately ventilated areas only.
	1
	5
	5
	Monitor ventilation

	Noise exposure
	Operators wear hearing protection where required. Participants briefed.
	2
	3
	6
	Noise assessment

	Collision
	Speed limits, marshals, one-way system, safety briefing.
	2
	4
	8
	Continuous supervision

	Pedestrian intrusion
	Barriered circuit and controlled access.
	1
	5
	5
	Marshal supervision

	Driver suitability
	Age, height, weight and medical restrictions enforced.
	2
	4
	8
	Operator checks

	PPE
	Helmets mandatory; neck collars/gloves where required.
	1
	4
	4
	Inspect PPE

	Weather
	Suspend operation during heavy rain, flooding or unsafe conditions.
	1
	5
	5
	Weather monitoring

	Environmental spill
	Spill kit available; fuel spills cleaned immediately.
	1
	4
	4
	Spill reporting

	Emergency
	Emergency stop, isolate track, first aid, contact emergency services if required.
	1
	5
	5
	Incident report


Daily Pre-Opening Checklist
Inspect all karts.
Check brakes, steering and throttle return.
Check tyres and fuel lines.
Test kill switches.
Inspect barriers and track.
Verify fire extinguishers, spill kit and first aid kit.
Complete inspection log.
Operator Responsibilities
Conduct driver safety briefing.
Check PPE fit.
Monitor driving behaviour.
Control refuelling.
Stop activity if unsafe.
Record incidents.
Emergency Action Plan
Stop all karts immediately.
Activate emergency procedures.
Isolate fuel sources.
Use extinguisher only if safe.
Provide first aid.
Call 999 where required.
Secure incident area.
Applicable UK Legislation & Guidance
Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999
Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations (PUWER) 1998
Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations 2002 (fuel handling)
Dangerous Substances and Explosive Atmospheres Regulations (DSEAR) 2002
Electricity at Work Regulations 1989 (where electrical equipment is used)
Manufacturer's operating manual
